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GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL
MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM!

COD ARE TOUGHER THAN
YOU THINK

By Melissa Waterman

By Robert Boenish, UMaine

From March 2 to 4, the Samoset Resort in Rockport will be a loud and crowded
place. The annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum will once again pack the conference rooms and hallways with those involved in the state’s many commercial
fisheries. “This year’s Forum looks to be a great one,” said Chilloa Young, Forum
organizer. “The Trade Show offers new exhibitors, and there will be some very
interesting seminars this year. We are particularly excited about the Red Cross
Training for CPR and First
Aid Training which are being offered for the first time
at the Forum. We encourage
everyone to take advantage
of this opportunity!”

The annual Forum is full of surprises.
Photo by M. Young.

Thursday kicks off a full day
of presentations on Maine’s
shellfish industry. The softshell clam harvest in 2015
brought more than $22 million to the state, making it
an economic mainstay of
Downeast Maine. Yet warming water may prompt more
shellfish bed closures due to
toxic phytoplankton, such as

The commotion about cod bycatch has died down since the Marine Stewardship
Council wrongly estimated in 2013 that 177,000 cod broke the surface in lobster
traps each year. At the time, the New England Fisheries Management Council
was preparing for a vote to close new areas sensitive to cod spawning. The
Council voted against the measure, 14-1, prompting a sigh of relief from lob-

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 16

A cod in a University of Maine lobster trap. Photo by R. Boenish
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
By Melissa Waterman
Deep sea corals are pretty creatures. They live in colonies of individual polyps and create intricate structures in both warm and cold
oceans. Cold water corals grow slowly; those living in the Gulf of
Maine and the submarine canyons of the continental shelf may be
thousands of years old. The problem facing fishermen in the Gulf of
Maine is that these delicate and slow-growing organisms are found
where they fish. A proposed management plan by the New England
Fisheries Management Council (the Council) may make certain areas of the Gulf off-limits to fishermen in the future.
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GUEST COLUMN:
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dollar

The Council is considering options to protect corals in four designated coral zones spanning about 161 miles of federal waters, specifically Mount Desert Rock, Outer Schoodic Ridge, Jordan Basin and
Lindenkohl Knoll. Options under consideration include a prohibition of fishing. Of the four proposed zones, Mount Desert Rock and
Outer Schoodic Ridge are of particular significance to Downeast
lobstermen who fish in those areas throughout the year.

Page 6-10

The Council began to pay attention to cold water corals during its
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Omnibus Amendment process in 20102012. Data analyzed during the EFH process showed existing coral
areas in the Gulf of Maine; furthermore, the Gulf ’s bathymetry suggested that it was likely there were other coral areas not yet discovered. After much deliberation, the Council decided to take coral protections out of the EFH Amendment and pursue a separate omnibus
amendment to cover both deep-sea and inshore coral areas. The
Council has discretionary authority to tackle this non-fishery objective through the 2007 reauthorized Magnuson-Stevens Act, which
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

It’s hard to say much about the month of February, other
than it’s short. The weather is rough, the temperatures are
bitter, and there’s not much happening on the water other
than scallop boats setting dredges and lobster boats working offshore.

Board of Directors

Yet in reality there’s a lot going on. Hundreds of businesses,
organizations, scientists and fishermen are getting ready
for the annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum, which takes
place the first weekend in March. As we note in this month’s
Landings, the Forum is always packed with important seminars that reflect what’s happening in the New England fishing world today. Plus it’s the one time in the year when fishermen and their families from Maine’s many commercial
fisheries can meet, argue and have a good time.
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One of the topics sure to raise some voices at this year’s
Forum is the New England Fisheries Management Council’s
proposed regulations to protect cold water corals found in
the Gulf of Maine. According to scientists, cold water corals grow very slowly, over hundreds if not thousands of
years, and provide habitat for valuable species of fish. The
extent of coral areas is not fully known, but potential damage from fishing gear has prompted the Council to propose
specific management protections. Two areas are of concern to Maine lobstermen: Mount Desert Rock and Outer
Schoodic Ridge. Landings reviews the process followed by
the Council in creating the proposed regulations and actions that it will take in 2017.
There’s also a lot going on in the Maine Legislature. The new
Joint Committee on Marine Resources, chaired by Senator
Maker of Calais and Representative Kumiega of Deer Isle,
will be reviewing a variety of marine-related bills. The DMR
has submitted four bills covering an array of issues ranging
from marine debris, hide baits, and enforcement, to how
Maine’s veterans may return to lobstering. Maine’s legislators have submitted 11 bills that would directly impact
lobstermen: two bills that deal with bait, one on reducing
marine debris, and eight related to enforcement, fishing in
adjacent zones, purchase of trap tags and legal hours for
hauling traps. Landings presents an overview of these bills
and the of Marine Resources Committee membership.
Meanwhile, the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
(MLMC) is entering its third year. Funded by a surcharge
on the licenses of lobstermen, dealers and lobster processors, the Collaborative has made its mark by concentrating
on chefs and food professionals on the East Coast, educating them on the versatility of Maine lobster as a menu ingredient. Matt Jacobson, MLMC executive director, reviews
the Collaborative’s activities from last year and gives a hint
of what’s to come in 2017.
An important topic for fishermen, in 2017 and in any year,
is safety at sea. Fishing remains a dangerous occupation,
which was highlighted last year with several tragic deaths.

Existing survival craft requirements can be very confusing
because they vary according to vessel type, distance offshore, time of year, and number of people onboard. In this
month’s issue, Coast Guard District 1 Commercial Fishing
Vessel Safety Coordinator Ted Harrington reviews Coast
Guard regulations about life rafts.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association has also been busy
during these cold winter months. The MLA will be holding
its 63rd Annual Meeting on March 3 at the Samoset Resort.
All members are encouraged to attend. Later in the month,
the MLA is offering a day trip to Seafood Expo North
America, formerly known as the Boston Seafood Show. On
Monday, March 20, lobstermen from throughout the state
can climb aboard a chartered bus and head to Boston for
the country’s largest seafood show, to see the thousands
of offerings from seafood producers throughout the world.
In March, the MLA and the Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance will again host lobster veterinarian
Jean Lavallée of Prince Edward Island for a second tour
of the Maine coast to talk about lobster. Lavallée speaks
on behalf of the lobster, explaining how its body functions
and how and why it experiences stress. His presentations
were so well-received last year that the two organizations
decided to bring him south again.
Proper handling practices apply not only to lobster but also
to codfish. University of Maine graduate student Robert
Boenish is studying cod that wander into lobster traps and
are inadvertently brought to the surface. The issue is important because cod stocks are at very low levels in the Gulf of
Maine. If lobster traps contribute to their mortality, regulations could be applied to lobstermen to limit the use of traps.
Maine has a long history of interactions with the sea.
Searsport, for example, was once the nation’s leading seaport in the years before the Civil War. Today the town looks
to the sea again but in a very different way: as the location
for the Maine Ocean School. The magnet school would be a
high school that uses the sea as its organizing educational
theme. A group of marine industry professionals has been
working on the structure and funding mechanisms for the
school since 2015. This month they go to the Legislature’s
Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural
Affairs with a draft curriculum. If approved, the proposal
goes to the full Legislature for approval.
Winter is hard on both humans and boats, as our final story
this month illustrates. Mort Morgan planned to haul a few of
his traps on a cold day in January. Little did he know his boat
had sunk on its mooring. Getting the boat from the bottom
on a day when the temperature remained in the low teens
was not easy! But it was successful, as our article shows.
I hope that you enjoy this issue of Landings. We’d love to
hear your feedback.

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
Please contact
Melissa Waterman
(melissa@mainelobstermen.org
or 967-6221) for more information.

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in
2010, which achieves its charitable mission through programs in
education, research and charity.

MLCA | PO Box 315 | Kennebunk, ME | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org | 207-967-6221
The MLCA invites you to
support Maine’s lobster
industry. Donations of $25 or
more include a subscription
to Landings.
Donation $
Please note amount.
Check or credit card
accepted.

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email
Phone
Credit Card #
Expiration

MLCA is a 501 (c) 3 non-proﬁt charitable organization.
Please make checks out to MLCA.

Security Code
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GUEST COLUMN: Clarification of survival craft requirements
By Ted R. Harrington, USCG

Keeping track of new laws and regulations is always a challenge but that challenge has been especially confusing and increasingly difficult for commercial
fishermen these past few years. Most of that hardship can be attributed to the
ebb and flow of how laws and regulations are enacted and later changed.
To greatly simplify how the legislative system works, Congress makes a law
and gives the Coast Guard authority to write the regulations to make the law
effective. Any regulations that are written must be based upon the authority
detailed in the law. The full regulatory process can take many years and sometimes Congress amends the law in the meantime which can result in suspension, delay or implementation of regulations.
In the case of survival craft, a law was in place for five years that would have
required those fishermen operating beyond three miles from shore to carry
“out of the water” survival craft (inflatable liferafts and inflatable buoyant apparatus). Two months before the regulation came into effect, however, the law
changed, resulting in suspension of that requirement. Additionally, buoyant
apparatus and lifefloats lost Coast Guard approval which would have necessitated anyone needing a survival craft to switch to the more expensive inflatable
type. A more recent law change [what date?] has again allowed for approval of
these types of survival craft.
The bottom line is that currently, despite all the legislative changes, nothing
has changed for F/V survival craft carriage requirements; what was previously
required is what is required now. The law still mandates a future requirement
for out-of-the-water survival craft on F/Vs operating beyond three miles from
the baseline but not until regulations are published by the Coast Guard. That
process was started last year in a “Proposed Rulemaking” which informs the
public of the Coast Guard’s regulatory specifics and allows the public to comment. The comment period ended on December 20, 2016, and did address survival craft requirements on F/Vs. After the comments are analyzed, a Final Rule
will be issued before the regulations become effective.

Questions concerning survival craft requirements on commercial fishing vessels may be directed to the First Coast Guard District Prevention Division, Ted
Harrington, at 617-223-8440, Paul Bassick, at 617-223-8315, or Kevin Plowman
at Coast Guard Sector Northern New England, 207-780-3256, or by email at
Ted.R.Harrington@uscg.mil, Paul.M.Bassick@uscg.mil or Kevin.F.Plowman@
uscg.mil. Questions concerning survival craft type approvals should be directed
to the Office of Design and Engineering Standards, at TypeApproval@ uscg.mil.
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Every type of “Coast Guard Approved” survival craft will have a marking that
identifies it as C.G. approved. For inflatable liferafts those numbers will read
either 160.051 or 160.151. The difference is that 160.151 liferafts are SOLAS
approved. SOLAS is an international standard that
stands for Safety of Life at Sea.
SOLAS will not be marked on
rafts with less than 6-person
capacity. Rafts designated as
SOLAS A or SOLAS B simply
identify what type of survival pack is included with the
vessel. “SOLAS A” packs are
for vessels that operate more
than 50 miles from shore and
The rules may be confusing but it’s still
have more survival equipment
mandatory to have survival craft on your
in the pack i.e., water, food,
medical supplies, etc. SOLAS B
offshore vessel. USCG photo.
pack liferafts are for F/Vs that
operate between 20-50 miles from shore. Liferafts with less than 6-person capacity are equipped with either A or B packs because they can’t be SOLAS-approved.
If you are confused by the many choices or what ifs, the best thing to do is to talk
with your local Coast Guard examiner or contact our District Office.
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As a reminder, the requirement to carry an out-of-water survival craft in accordance with statute or regulation (see 46 CFR Part 28) still remains in effect.
Here is a link to those current requirements: www.uscg.mil/d13/cfvs/CheckLists/
Regs/28.120.pdf.

The existing survival craft requirements can be very confusing because they
vary according to vessel type, distance offshore, time of year, people onboard,
etc. The bottom line is that the owner must provide a “Coast Guard Approved”
survival craft for his vessel that is listed in 46 CFR Part 28.120 and accommodates all the crew onboard.
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GUEST COLUMN: What is the best way to spend a marketing dollar?

The Super Bowl! Pats vs. Falcons. The big game is this month and I’m sure we
will all be watching. But there is a bigger game going on outside the stadium, an
expensive and important attempt to get attention from viewers for brands that
different companies will display to the 110 million viewers in the U.S. They will
pay about $5 million for 30 seconds of air time, and millions more to produce
the commercial they hope will foster awareness and drive demand for their
product or service.
Here at the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative, we don’t have $5 million to
run an ad during the Super Bowl, but we still want to reach a large audience.
We want to increase awareness of Maine lobster in all its forms, and we want to
spark demand for our product. Our strategy and goals are similar to the large
companies advertising during the game, but our tactics are very different. In
2016, we worked with editors and producers at a variety of outlets like Food
& Wine, Cooking Light, and the Morning Joe show to bring the story of Maine
lobster to their audiences. And we reached one billion people. One billion people had an opportunity to see our story. The MLMC reached 10 times as many
people as a Super Bowl ad, and we spent less than half the money.
But our activities in 2016 did not end with our media engagements. We understand that our supply chain is complex; the MLMC’s funding is limited. We focused our efforts on end users — chefs and culinary influencers — to increase
demand from that sector for Maine lobster. Through a series of chef industry
events in Atlanta, Washington, D.C. and New York City during peak lobster
season, the MLMC engaged 250 chefs directly. The events included lobstermen
and industry ambassadors who could speak most clearly about the Maine industry, while highlighting Maine new-shell lobster and its culinary versatility,
challenging them to reimagine Maine lobster as a seasonal ingredient. Beyond
our events, we attended several conferences where we had direct contact with
more than 1,500 chefs who heard the Maine lobster story and took part in new
shell vs. hard shell taste tests themselves.
Beyond our media outreach and events, we also focused on digital channels to
reach an even larger audience. In fact, more than 675,000 people went to the
MLMC website. Of those, more than 21,000 clicked on a dealer’s link, presumably to buy lobster from that Maine dealer. We learned a lot from our website
traffic: people most often clicked on “how to prepare” articles and recipes. We
will use those data to produce more content that shows people how to prepare
different dishes using Maine lobster.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Our social media outreach also worked
well for us in 2016. More than 2.3 million people viewed our videos. Many
media outlets used our video as background for stories on Maine lobster. In
addition to the videos, we reached more
than 8 million people on channels such
as Facebook. More than 135,000 people
clicked on content and dove deeper into
the messaging. We engaged with 311
influential chefs and media on different social media channels, nearly one
per day. Each of these people has tens of
thousands of followers who are likely to
explore what these influencers suggest.

Matt Jacobson is the executive
director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative.

Through these face-to-face and virtual
engagements we listened and learned a lot about what people interested in
food are looking for. Through our partnership with Technomic, which monitors menu trends, we found that restaurant owners can charge a substantial
amount more for a lobster item on the menu when they name Maine as the
origin. This speaks to the value of our story and consumers’ willingness to pay
more for a quality product that they know was sustainably harvested.
We also learned that flavor pairings have become increasingly diversified when
it comes to lobster. Asian flavors have risen to the top, whereas traditional items
like butter have decreased. Brandy, curry, coconut, lime and mustard are the
leading menu pairings with Maine lobster on menus around the country! This
shows the importance of continuing to educate chefs, media, and consumers
on the culinary versatility of Maine lobster, and featuring it as an ingredient vs.
a center of the plate offering. As we learn more about our customers’ tastes and
preferences, we will have more tools to extract more value from Maine lobster.
The MLMC had a good year. Our efforts were more effective than a Super Bowl ad.
We reached more people, more often, and we learned much about their tastes and
preferences. In 2017, we intend to do more. More events, more media outreach,
and more chef engagement. We will continue to listen to our customers and report
what we learn. We know for sure that the story of Maine — of Maine lobstermen, of
a sustainable resource and way of life — will be the key to our success.

Start your year right.
Become a member of the MLA.
For your future
and the future of the industry.

Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the
pallet. We also offer wholesale and volume
discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
Select or
Stainless Steel
Maine Lobster
Gauges

Small and Large
Banding Tools

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
www.mainelobstermen.org
ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷȈ̷Ǥ
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LOBSTER HEALTH EXPERT RETURNS TO MAINE IN MARCH
By Melissa Waterman
Who would have thought that a funny, fast-talking Canadian lobster veterinarian would be such a hit among Maine lobstermen? But Jean Lavallée, an expert
on lobster health, took the Maine coast by storm last spring when he spoke to
lobstermen and other industry members in each of the seven zones about how
they can keep their lobsters healthy and their profits up.
Now Lavallée is returning. In March, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
in conjunction with the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance will host
Lavallée for a series of workshops on how to keeping stress on lobsters down
and a lobsterman’s profits up. This year’s tour will kick off on Saturday afternoon
during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum and then travel the coast from southern
to Downeast Maine the following week to talk about the unusual physiology
of the lobster and commonsense practices lobstermen can employ to ensure
the highest quality catch regardless of the number of pounds hauled each day.
The workshops are supported by Maine Sea Grant and some of Maine’s lobster
coops.
“The goal is to make sure that you harvest, transport and ship lobsters in the
best way possible. What that way is may change by region or the time of year,”
Lavallée said. “But fundamentally there are certain practical
things that must be done.”
A lobster may appear to be as
armored as a tank, yet its internal structures make it prone to
injury. For example, a lobster’s
nerve cord runs down its belly,
without the protection of vertebrae. A cut from another lobster
or a rough toss by a lobsterman
can sever that cord, resulting in
paralysis of the lobster’s tail and
eventual death.
A lobster’s heart is on its back,
where the carapace meets the

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

tail. Whack a lobster on the back
and the heart will likely rupture.
Furthermore, a lobster has a
semi-open blood circulation system. That means the heart pumps
blood through ever smaller arteries until finally the blood vessels
simply spill blood into the animal’s
tissues. The blood doesn’t recirculate; it flows over the tissues all the
time. As soon as a lobster’s shell is
broken, then the blood comes out,
weakening the lobster.

There are a lot of surprising elements
to a lobster, according to lobster veterinarian Jean Lavallée. MLCA photo.

“Quality is like a one-way gas tank.
You can take the quality out of the
lobster but it’s very hard to put it back in,” Lavallée said. All sorts of things
weaken a lobster. Rapid hauling from the bottom is one stressor. Minor injuries to lobsters also add up to lost money, he said. Practices such as tossing
lobsters, handling traps roughly and overstuffing, dropping or banging crates
can increase limb loss and bleeding. Lobsters that bleed lose fluid which means
they lose weight which means a lobsterman loses money. Plus that lobster is
likely to be weak when it starts on its trip to the processor or dealer. “Quality
is as important to the processing sector as it is to the live sector,” Lavallée emphasized. “Processors live and die by meat yield. They want a high quality noninjured lobster to start with.”
Response from lobstermen after last year’s tour was very positive. Lavallée’s
engaging style made the three-hour workshop pass quickly. “I have seen him
three times and each time I learn something new” said veteran lobsterman
John Williams. This year’s workshops are expected to draw bigger crowds.

Making sure to handle lobsters properly
adds to their value.
Photo courtesy of J. Lavallée.

Lavallée will speak at this year’s Fisherman’s Forum and then begin his tour
in southern Maine on Monday, March 6. He will visit all seven zones as well
as several island communities, wrapping up in Zone A on Saturday, March 11.
For more information, please call the MLA office at 967-4555 or visit www.
mainelobstermen.org.

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

Need a lender
who understands

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!

Approved
Maine Labeling

Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.
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you?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry.
With long- and short-term ﬁnancing options for real estate, boats and
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.
Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
E   
2  6 

800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 594-7518
1st VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
2nd VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497-2895
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563-5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
Alisha Keezer
alisha@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
Feb. 1, Noon
March 3, Annual Meeting,
9 a.m., Samoset Resort,
Rockport.

STEAMING AHEAD
The winter is finally here and along with it come cold, dark,
snowy and windy days. Winter signals the lobster industry’s shift into meeting mode. Meeting season brings with
it many zone council and Lobster Advisory Council metings and legislative public hearings plus a host of other
meetings in addition to the regular management meetings
happening through the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission and the New England Fisheries Management
Council.
The spike in meetings also coincides with the winter cycle of lobster fishing during which many lobstermen have
their boats and gear up on the banks and are shifting to
gear work in the shop. Those who are still fishing are jockeying weather windows to work on scallops or fish for lobster offshore.
The ebb and flow of the lobster fishing season is also felt
at the MLA office. The meeting schedule puts a strain on
staff as we try to cover as many important meetings as possible. And as traps come to shore, we tend to hear more
from lobstermen. There’s
certainly been plenty to
get people’s attention this
winter, not least of which
was the election of a new
President. The start of a
new administration seems
to have everyone wound
up one way or the another.

tions are being committed without adequate consequences, so that the cheaters are rewarded and law-abiding
fishermen are at a disadvantage. The Board worked over
several months to identify specific issues of concern and
strategies to fix them.
In late December, the MLA generated a survey distributed
to members. Feedback from that survey allowed the Board
to narrow and refine its list of issues; it voted in January to
send a revised survey to all lobstermen. The MLA enforcement survey explored the concept of setting “minimum
penalties” for a variety of offenses. Minimum penalties
could range from none to a monetary fine, and all the way
up to a permanent license suspension. The concept behind
a minimum penalty would be to let lobstermen know that
if you violate a certain law, you know what the bare minimum penalty would be. If it is severe enough, it could deter
many from breaking the law in the first place.

The MLA survey also asked lobstermen about their levels
of concern with night hauling, number of crew aboard a
vessel, and giving DMR the
authority to suspend the licenses of those found guilty
of burning or destroying
other lobstermen’s vessels. While the results are
not yet compiled, the survey had a strong response.
The MLA Board will review
the preliminary results in
The Maine newspapers
early February and decide
have provided some early
its next steps from there.
coverage of bills to be deThe MLA may move a bill
bated by the Legislature.
forward to the Legislature
Two that have generated
in order to address the ensignificant controversy are
forcement concerns identithe bill to beef up enforcefied through this survey.
ment of sunken trawl and
Winter is the time to work on boat and gear but for the
Not surprisingly, I have reover-the-trap-limit violaMLA, it’s time to tend to legislation and other bureaucratic
ceived a few phone calls
tions through covert trackbusiness. MLA photo.
and read some unsavory
ers and the potential for all
comments on Facebook
marine license fees to increase. As I write this, the details of the bill on using covert about the MLA doing the enforcement survey. As I’ve said
tracking devices are not yet available. Nonetheless, many publicly, the only agenda the MLA has is to keep Maine’s
lobstermen are weighing in. There seems to be an acknowl- lobster industry strong. The MLA wants lobstermen to
edgement that Marine Patrol needs more tools to provide be successful and earn a good living. But we also want to
effective enforcement in the offshore fishery, yet there also be sure that the industry is moving forward in a way that
need to be proper checks and balances in place to control makes sense and that the resource remains sustainable.
the use of covert tracking. Fortunately, this bill will be sub- No one wants to wake up in ten years and wonder how we
ject to public hearing and there will be ample opportunity got to such a bad place!
for all to give their opinions.
In regard to the enforcement concerns that we are explorThe Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is proposing
a license fee increases across all marine licenses. The fee
increases are to cover a budget shortfall, stabilize the lobster science program and provide funds for Marine Patrol.
The increased license fees for the lobster industry would
be $38 for Class I, $76 for Class II, and $114 for Class III licenses; the last fee increase on lobster licenses (as opposed
to a surcharge) was in 2010. All of the revenue collected
from these increases would go directly to DMR to support
its budget. The lobster industry will need to take a careful look at this proposal. Obviously, no one wants to pay
more to go fishing, but the success of Maine’s entire coastal
economy rests on the shoulders of the lobster industry. The
DMR must have the funds to properly monitor the lobster
resource and maintain the Marine Patrol Bureau. Turning
our back on these basic needs would be short-sighted; the
industry must explore options on how these programs can
be funded.
The MLA caused a stir among many by distributing an enforcement survey in January to all lobstermen — both MLA
members and non-members — via email. Throughout the
past year, the MLA Board has been discussing concerns
over the difficulty of enforcing many of our lobster conservation laws, particularly in offshore waters. Many viola-

ing, the MLA has heard from ALL sectors of the lobster
industry that laws are being broken and enforcement is
not adequate. The Board, to its credit, acted proactively to
tackle this issue. And the Board has committed to getting
feedback from all lobstermen, not just MLA members, on
how this might be done. To my mind, exploring solutions
to issues that face our industry and asking lobstermen
their opinion about potential solutions should be beyond
criticism. But, heck, this is the Maine lobster industry! To
all of the naysayers out there, let’s be clear: the MLA wants
to solve an issue recognized by all lobstermen and is doing
its best to do so in a transparent and responsible way. It’s
as simple as that.
Thank you to all who have taken the time to participate
in the survey and to all of you who tirelessly support this
organization. It means a lot!
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
The MLA Board met on January 4. Sarah Paquette informed the board that she
will finish her employment with MLA this month. The Board thanked Sarah
for her six years of service and wished her well in her future endeavors. MLA’s
half-year membership drive will take place in March, with the regular renewal
scheduled again for summer time.
The MLA Directors discussed plans for the MLA Annual meeting on Friday,
March 3 during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Given the MLA’s focus on improving enforcement, the board will invite Commissioner Keliher to serve as
the keynote speaker and include Colonel Cornish and other Marine Patrol staff
to answer questions. The MLA discussed nominees for the association’s Marine
Patrol Officer of the year award and the Golden V-notch award. The Board also
reviewed nominations to date to fill the seven board seats up for election in
2017. The slate of nominees will be finalized at the February meeting.
Patrice updated the board on the tremendous amount of press focused on the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) as the country transitions to the Trump presidency.
The board wants to keep the Maine delegation informed of both the strengths
and weaknesses of the ACA based on its experience, but does not want to take a
position on repeal or reform until there are detailed proposals to review. There
are components of the ACA that have helped many and are worth continuing, however, too many lobstermen have experienced significant premium increases this year and found the coverage unaffordable. This must be remedied
because lobstermen have no other options for health insurance and are subject
to fines if they forego coverage. Health insurance enrollment for 2017 closed on
January 31. After that date, you must qualify for a special enrollment to get a
2017 plan.
The DMR is holding three public hearings at the end of the month on several
items including: 1) expanding the Hancock County Trawl Limit area in Zone
B; 2) amending the exit ratio for Zone B to 3:1 with licenses; 3) creating an exit
ratio for Zone C to 1:1 with licenses; 4) amending the exit ratio for Zone E to
5:1 with licenses; 5) creating a separate waiting list for existing lobster license
holders wishing to change their declared lobster zone (a “transfer” list) and;
6) making minor clarifications for consistency with recent legislative changes.
The hearings will be held in Ellsworth, Wiscasset and Portland.
The MLA Board discussed feedback they have heard on creation of a transfer
waiting list. Patrice attended the recent rounds of zone council meetings to listen as well. Overall, lobstermen preferred a conservative approach such as a 1:1
even swap between zones. Lobstermen also supported a minimum threshold
of activity by a lobsterman in order to qualify for transfer. The MLA Board concurred with this approach and discussed ideas to base the swap on comparable
effort and to avoid transfer of any latent licenses.
The MLA Board reviewed the results of a preliminary enforcement survey that
was distributed via email to MLA members in late December on how to improve enforcement of Maine’s lobster laws. The results were very informative
and the board used the results to refine a new list of questions. The board tasked
Patrice to develop a survey to send out to all lobster license holders via email
to get broad input on the ideas that have been developed. The results will be
reviewed at the February board meeting. The Board briefly reviewed the list of
bill titles submitted to date, but none were printed so they were not discussed.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance is moving forward with plans
for the second Maine Lobstermen Leadership Institute. The kick off will take
place on February 2 and 3 in Belfast. Maine Sea Grant has provided funding
for the MLCA to bring Jean Lavallee back in March for a session at the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum and a series of meetings with lobstermen the following
week. The MLA is hoping to partner with the state’s lobster co-ops to assist
with these meetings.

The MLA continues to monitor a series of pressing issues including the coral
amendment, menhaden management plan, Jonah crab addendum, herring
management plans through NEFMC and ASMFC and whale rules. The next
MLA meeting will be February 1 at noon at Darby’s in Belfast. The MLA Annual
Meeting will be held on Friday, March 3, at 9 a.m. at the Samoset during the
Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL
The Lobster Advisory Council met on January 10. DMR external affairs directorTerry Stockwell provided several updates. The coral amendment is under
development by the NEFMC. The NEFMC is exploring all management options,
including closing the Mount Desert Rock and Schoodic Ridges coral zones to
lobster fishing. The DMR does not support the closure so the state is seeking an
exemption for lobster gear. Working with MLA, the DMR has determined there
are at least 100 boats from 15 communities that would be impacted. There will
be a session on the coral amendment at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum; the
NEFMC will hold public hearings to solicit feedback on management options
this spring. The final rule could be completed as early as June. Anyone who
fishes in the coral areas should contact Sarah Cotnoir at Maine DMR.
ASMF will review an addendum to the Jonah crab plan to allow lobstermen to
possess a five gallon pail of Jonah crab claws without adhering to minimum size
requirements. The ASMFC will consider this addendum at its January meeting.
There are two herring management approaches underway. The NEFMC is moving forward on Amendment 8 that addresses the amount of herring available
in the quota for the commercial fishery and ongoing concerns by fishermen
about localized depletion. The ASMFC is exploring alternatives focused on the
capacity of the herring fleet and how best to manage the Area 1A quota so that
there is a steady supply of bait from June through September. The ASMFC is
also considering changes to the menhaden plan. There will be a session on herring management activities underway by the NEFMC and ASMFC at the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum.
The LAC briefly reviewed the list of bill titles related to lobster that have been
submitted to date. None are printed so the LAC could not discuss the substance
of the proposals. DMR staff described the bills submitted by the department.
See Legislative update for more details.
DMR staff person Sarah Cotnoir provided an update on the waiting lists. The
DMR sent letters to all those on the waiting list to confirm interest in remaining on the list. This resulted in 29 removals from the list resulting in 295 who
remain on the list. As directed by the Legislature, the DMR is moving forward
with rulemaking to establish a separate waiting list for zone transfers. Once
this list is established, commercial lobstermen will be removed from zone
waiting lists and placed on the new zone transfer list. Public hearings will be
held in late January/early February. The zone transfer waiting list must be in
place by April. LAC members stated that there is little support for establishing
a zone transfer list within the lobster industry, however, this provision can only
be repealed by the Legislature.
The LAC discussed a proposal from an LAC member to review the license class
system due to concerns that vessels are carrying more than three crew. There
was some support for vessels carrying more than three crew, particularly in offshore waters. This allows the vessel to maximize production when lobsters are
running and carry enough crew to tend traps during rough weather windows
and properly handle lobsters to maintain quality. This is largely a seasonal issue. Others argued that a vessel can easily manage the state’s 800 trap limit with
three workers aboard the vessel and that allowing extra crew enables vessels to
cheat by fishing over the trap limit. Additional concern was raised that captains
are purchasing Apprentice licenses in order to legally carry additional crew.
Continued on page 8

Long-time staff member says good-bye
In January, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association bid farewell to Sarah Paquette, the organization’s executive
assistant, who has taken a position with Connections for Kids, a licensed mental health agency serving children and families throughout the state.
Sarah came to the MLA in March, 2011, just a year after graduating from the Maine Maritime Academy. A
Vermonter by birth, her interest in marine biology had lured her from that landlocked state to Maine. Since
starting with the MLA, Sarah has proved herself a highly organized and imperturbable asset. She worked
closely with Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director, throughout her six years. “Whether it was managing
our membership database, ordering T-shirts and hats for the Forum, making sure the rent was paid or being
that friendly voice on the phone, Sarah did it,” said McCarron. “We’re really going to miss her.”
Drawing on her science background, Sarah also contributed numerous science articles to the Maine
Bon voyage, Sarah! MLA photo.
Lobstermen’s Community Alliance’s newspaper, Landings. She managed advertising accounts and billing for
the newspaper and diligently proofed the paper each month. “It was always a relief to me to know that Sarah
was looking over the paper,” said Melissa Waterman, Landings editor. “She was thorough and paid attention to all those details.”
Sarah leaves the Maine lobstering world for a new and exciting opportunity with Connections for Kids. We wish her the very best.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 7

Running large crews results in large landings which flood the market, which can
negatively impact price. The LAC tabled this discussion for a future meeting.
LAC member Pete Daley raised concern regarding current management of
the Lobster Seed Program. The Lobster Seed Fund is funded through lobster
license fees with revenues averaging $75,000 annually. The fund is managed by
the Commissioner with guidance from the LAC. Currently a small portion of
the fund is used to compensate lobster pound owners for releasing egg-bearing
female lobsters and a larger portion funds DMR lobster research. The LAC will
review the allocation of the fund for lobster seed purchase versus research; the
2,000 pound threshold to participate; how price is calibrated; and how lobsters
are liberated. This issue will be discussed at a future meeting.
DMR will be holding a series of public hearings on proposed rules on January
30 in Ellsworth, January 31 in Wiscasset and February 2 in Portland. The proposed rules include zone exit ratios for Zone B, C and E; Hancock County trawl
limits and the establishment of a waiting list for zone transfers.
Colonel Jon Cornish provided updates on Marine Patrol. Marine Patrol has
been consulting with NOAA Fisheries on the federal requirement to fish highflyers on lobster gear outside of 12 miles. The requirement is poorly written and
difficult to enforce. Until the language is resolved, Marine Patrol is not enforcing this requirement. If the language changes, Marine Patrol will begin with an
educational program about the requirement.
The second zone tag rule is in place
for the 2017 lobster trap tag season. Lobstermen may purchase up
to 49% of second zone tags, so an
800-trap lobsterman can purchase
1,192 tags (800 tags plus 392 second zone tags). The zone trap limit
remains in place. The second zone
tags must be placed in traps fished
outside a declared lobster zone, in
addition to regular trap tag. Second
zone tags are the same color as the
2017 tags and are printed “SECND.”
These tags can be cut out of traps
and hog-ringed in.

Marine patrol officers are being trained to recognize drug impairment. A discussion about mandatory drug testing for commercial fishermen will be on
a future LAC agenda. The next LAC meeting will be scheduled in February to
discuss lobster bills, among other items.
ASMFC HERRING WORKING GROUP
The ASMFC Atlantic Herring Section convened a working group to discuss an
Addendum and to flesh out ideas that could provide the ASMFC with more
tools to manage herring landings from Area 1A during the second trimester,
from June 1 through September 30. The intent of the Addendum is to better design effort controls that can slow the rate of Area 1A catch so the seasonal quota
can be spread throughout the entirety of each trimester, specifically Trimester
2. The addendum includes six alternatives to modify the Days Out program.
The Herring Section will consider the Addendum during the February meeting.
NEFMC HERRING COMMITTEE
The NEFMC herring committee met to discuss several items. The committee reviewed the outcomes of the recent Management Strategy Evaluation workshop
held in December 2016 and discussed an initial range of alternatives for ABS
control rules. The Committee supported the PDT and advisory committee’s
recommendation to eliminated a few options including the constant catch options and three-year control rules. The Committee reviewed the draft analysis
for Georges Bank haddock accountability measures, and reviewed public comments on herring-related measures under development.
RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD

All lobstermen must now double tag
their traps. Photo courtesy of the
Bangor Daily News.

The RED Board met in January to discuss management of funds to support lobster research. As directed by the RED Board, the DMR will be coordinating lobster research activities among several research institutions. The RED board will
continue discussion on supporting this research at a future meeting.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA COMMENTS ON ASMFC MENHADEN PUBLIC
INFORMATION DOCUMENT
The MLA submitted comments in January to the ASMFC on the Public Information
Document for Amendment 3 to the Atlantic Menhaden Plan.
Menhaden remains a very important bait fish for Maine’s lobster fishery.
Sustainably managing local bait stocks such as herring and menhaden is fundamental to the continued success of the Maine lobster fishery.
Access to a steady supply of local baits – fresh or frozen – was a challenge in
2016. Due to a lack of landings from the offshore herring fishery, lobster bait
was scarce and prices skyrocketed. While the availability of menhaden helped
to meet demand, it was not strong enough to stabilize prices. Despite a strong
year of lobster landings, many lobstermen have been frustrated that profits are
down significantly due to the spike in bait prices.
Fortunately, the menhaden fishery is not overfished and overfishing is not occurring. However, under the current allocation system any increases in the
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) will not benefit Maine or the bait fishery. In fact,
of the 15 states allocated TAC, only Virginia and to a lesser extent, New Jersey,
would realize any meaningful benefit from a quota increase under the current
allocation structure.
From MLA’s perspective, the status quo approach for allocating menhaden
quota does not work. The significance of the menhaden fishery to the state of
Maine and the lobster fishery should considered when exploring a more equitable allocation among the states.
The ASMFC should consider a broad range of approaches for allocation including coastwide, seasonal and regional quotas. Future allocation approaches
should better reflect historic participation in the fishery through a longer-term
reference period in order to more equitably distribute the TAC. The MLA would
also like to see changes to the episodic events set-aside program. The current
set aside is simply too small to adequately accommodate these events, and is
also difficult for states to monitor and administer. Alternatives to significantly
increase this set aside should be explored.
Under the current management approach, the lobster industry does not benefit
as fishing opportunities for menhaden increase. The MLA strongly advocates
that Amendment 3 fully explore options to change the allocation of the quota
so that historic participation in the fishery is considered and the bait fishery is
more equitably served. Thank you for consideration of these comments.
MLA COMMENTS ON ASMFC JONAH CRAB ADDENDUM
The MLA submitted comments to the ASMFC on the draft Addendum II to the
Jonah Crab Plan.
Maine lobstermen have long harvested Jonah crab as a side fishery for both
commercial and recreational purposes. While crabs can be very cyclical in
Maine, many lobstermen consider this crab harvest to be a part of their traditional fishery.
The passage of the ASMFC Jonah Crab Plan hurt many Maine lobstermen by
making it illegal to harvest Jonah crab claws. While some lobstermen will harvest whole crabs, many have traditionally snapped off the claws and returned
the crabs to the sea. The passage of the Jonah Crab Plan has made this practice
illegal.
The MLA strongly supports Section 3.1, Option C, to allow claws to be detached
and harvested at sea, without a minimum size, if the volume of claws is less
than five gallons. This would allow a longstanding tradition for Maine lobstermen to continue legally. Thank you for consideration of these comments.
MLA COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT WHALE STOCK
ASSESSMENTS
The MLA submitted comments to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on
the 2016 draft Atlantic Marine Mammal Stock Assessments (SAR). MLA’s comments were specific to the Humpback Whale/Gulf of Maine and the North Atlantic
Right Whale/Western Atlantic stocks.
As one of the fisheries highly regulated under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act (MMPA), the status of endangered large whales greatly impacts Maine lobstermen. The MLA has been engaged in the Take Reduction Team process since
its inception and our fishermen have worked diligently for two decades to implement changes in fishing practices to aid in the recovery of large whales.
With regard to the Humpback Whale draft stock assessment, the MLA strongly
supports incorporating the findings of NMFS’ recent global status review of
humpback whales into this assessment. The MLA supports broadening the assessment of humpbacks to reflect the West Indies Distinct Population, consisting of the humpback whales whose breeding range includes the Atlantic margin
of the Antilles from Cuba to northern Venezuela, and whose feeding range pri-

marily includes the Gulf
of Maine, eastern Canada,
and western Greenland.
Accordingly, the MLA
supports the use of the default recovery factor used
in this draft assessment of
0.5, rather than the former
0.10, because this stock is
no longer considered endangered.
The MLA urges that all asA North Atlantic right whale. NOAA photo.
pects of this stock assessment reflect this larger assessment unit (West Indies DPS) including population, productivity rates and
assessing human-caused injury and mortality. With regard to human-caused
interactions, the MLA has long been concerned with the former status quo approach which attributed all of these interactions to the Gulf of Maine stock
simply because these whales could not be confirmed to another stock. The
global status review provides the best available science on humpbacks. By using the West Indies DPS as the assessment unit, it will no longer be necessary to
make assumptions about which smaller-scale feeding or breeding areas were
used by the whales when analyzing human-caused impacts.
With regard to the North Atlantic Right Whale draft stock assessment, the draft
SAR determines the minimum population to be 440 whales, which is a census
of those known to be alive. Using a census is not an adequate methodology to
assess this population given that much of the population is unknown during
the winter, and recent shifts in habitat use patterns have resulted in fewer right
whales being detected in known habitats. As noted in the report, “This apparent change in habitat use has the effect that, despite relatively constant effort
to find whales, the chance of seeing an individual that is alive has decreased.”
Right whale patterns and behaviors will continue to change, thus this markand-recapture approach to determine the minimum population is not adequate. This approach also ignores recent science which concluded, based on genetic testing matched to known calves, that the population of right whale males
Continued on page 10

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Allen Insurance &
Financial

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Atwood Lobster

H&H Propeller Shop

Beals-Jonesport Coop
Inc.

Inland Seafood

Beals Lobster Pier

Harbor Bait Inc.

Interstate Lobster Co.

New England Detroit
Diesel Allison
New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Nicholas H. Walsh, PA
Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.

Bell Power Systems Inc.

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Bowdoin College Dining Services

Island Fishermen’s
Wives

Buoysticks.com

Island Seafood LLC

Chapman & Chapman

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Chase Leavitt & Co.

Penobscot East
Resource Center

Jonesport Shipyard

Coastal Documentation

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Kips Seafood Co.

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

Polyform US

Lake Pemaquid Inc.

Cousins Maine Lobster

Lobster.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Cushing Diesel, LLC

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Port Lobster Co.

Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Maine Financial Group

Re/Max Oceanside

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Riverdale Mills

Eastern Tire & Auto
Service

Novatec Braids LTD
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Maine Port Authority

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative

Maine Sea Grant

Superior Bait and Salt

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

Superior Marine Products
Inc.

Friendship Lobster Treats

McMillan Offshore
Survival Training

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Coop

F W Thurston Co. Inc.

Midcoast Marine Supply

Weirs Motor Sales Inc.

Georgetown Fishermen’s Co-op

Mount Desert Oceanarium

:LOOLDP&RI¿Q 6RQV

Muscongus Bay Lobster

Williams CPA Group
LLC

Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
First National Bank

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc.

Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Continued from page 9

has been underestimated. Unfortunately, the SAR offers little to explain why
patterns of habitat use are shifting or adequately determine the population size.
This problem is further exacerbated by the new methodologies used to count
serious injury and mortality: whales with unknown outcomes are now counted on a pro-rated basis. The combination of fewer right whales being observed
in the annual survey while pro-rating serious injury and mortality of whales
with unknown consequence could lead to very real management implications
for Maine lobstermen regardless of the actual status of the stock.
Given the critical status of the species, it is imperative that NMFS develop a
new method of assessing the right whale population that does not rely solely on
sightings and photo-identification of these whales. The MLA strongly recommends that NMFS convene a workshop of independent scientists to review the
best available science and potential modelling approaches to assess this stock.
This task should not be delegated to science center staff but rather should involve scientists from a variety of marine mammal, modelling, climate change
and other fields to objectively recommend the best approach to assessing
North American right whales.
The draft assessment also raises concern about a potential decline in the population beginning in 2012, the most recent year of the assessment, but also notes
that “productivity in North Atlantic right whales lacks a definitive trend.” The
SAR focuses the majority of its discussion on Current Population Trend to re-

search from the early 1990’s through the early 2000’s, documenting a decline
during that time. In discussing the recent population growth spanning more
than 10 years (2000 through 2011), the SAR offers only one sentence, “However,
the population continued to grow since that apparent interval of decline [ending in 2000] until the most recent year included in this analysis.” The SAR provides no discussion of conditions during this recent 10-year period of growth
in the population and does little to inform what may have driven either the
former decline or recent growth.
Finally, the data on the confirmed human-caused mortality continues to be
difficult to interpret. Of the 24 interactions attributed to entanglement from
2010-2014, only 0.4 was confirmed to be U.S. fishing gear from a pot/trap fishery. Twenty-two of the entanglement cases have no definitive information on
the fishery involved or where the gear was set. Data implicating the fishing industry at large sours fruitful discussion and makes it very difficult for the individual fisheries to find effective solutions to the entanglement problem.
The Maine lobster industry remains committed to working through the Take
Reduction Team process to manage fishery interactions with North Atlantic
right whales. It is important that the SAR adequately reflect all of the positive
changes in the right whale population in addition to its present challenges. The
MLA appreciates the opportunity for provide feedback.

Preview of Lobster Bills proposed for the 128th Maine Legislature
The First Session of the 128th Legislature convened in December 2016.
Senator Michael Thibodeau of Winterport was sworn in as Maine Senate
President for his second consecutive term and Rep. Sara Gideon of Freeport
was sworn in as Speaker of the House. The 151 member House is comprised
of 77 Democrats, 71 Republicans and, 3 independents. The 35 member Senate
is comprised of 18 Republicans and 17 Democrats. Senator Joyce Maker
(R-Calais) and Representative Walter Kumiega (D-Deer Isle) will co-chair
the Marine Resources Committee. The Marine Resources Committee is comprised of 13 members; seven representatives served on the committee during
the last session, while three representatives and the three Senators are new to
the committee.
Cloture, the deadline for Legislators to submit bill titles to the Revisor’s Office
was December 30th. Legislators can only introduce proposals during this
Bills submitted by the Maine
Department of Marine Resources
(lobster-related only)

LR 750 An Act Regarding Enforcement of
Marne Resources Laws and Suspensions
of Marine Resources Licenses

LR 743 An Act to Make Technical
Changes to Maine’s Marine Resources
Laws

DMR is proposing LR 750 to improve
its enforcement capabilities. This is
the same bill proposed two years ago,
however that bill was withdrawn to
explore other options. This bill proposes that when you sign for a marine
license, you are also consenting to
inspection. Therefore, there is potential for the covert use of trackers on
your vessel if there is probable cause
that you have violated a marine resource law. Covert tracking of vessels
is currently allowed if the violation is
a criminal, however, fishing sunken
trawls and over the trap limit are civil
violations that require the fisherman
be notified before a tracker can be
installed. The DMR has stated that
informing suspected offenders of an
investigation makes it impossible to
catch these offenders. The DMR deems
this legislative change necessary to
get control of offshore violations.

The DMR Technical changes bill (LR
743) proposes three items that affect
the lobster industry. The bill proposes
to allow lobster demonstration licenses to fish on Sunday; clarifies the existing law that it is illegal for lobstermen
to use offal as bait (except for hairless
hide) and adds that it is also illegal to
sell offal as bait; and clarifies language
that the Commissioner may permanently revoke a license for scrubbing
lobsters.
LR 745 An Act to Prevent Marine Debris
DMR is proposing LR 745 to prevent
marine debris in response to lobster
industry’s concern over the improper
disposal of frozen bait boxes and plastic linings at sea. DMR has also heard
from draggers that they haul back a lot
of this trash. The bill proposes to make
it illegal to take bait packaging aboard
the vessel but is seeking feedback on
how to make this work for the industry. When discussed at the January
LAC meeting, a member stated that
he takes two boxes aboard to thaw for
the next day; another stated that this
debris is less of an issue than it used
to be.

LR 750 also proposes to allow the
Commissioner to suspend marine resources licenses when certain crimes
under Title 17, including theft, offenses
against public administrators and arson
and property destruction are committed.
LR 751 An Act to Extend the Time for
an Appeal of License Denial for Military
Members

First Regular Session after the cloture deadline if approved by the Legislative
Council. Bills can be tracked online through the Legislature’s website at www.
legislature.maine.gov. An update on the activities of the Marine Resources
Committee is distributed weekly. Contact the Marine Resources Committee
clerk, Julia Brown at 207-287-1692 or email Julia.Brown@Legislature.Maine.
gov to get on the distribution list.
Bills that begin with “LR” or legislative record were not printed as of 1/23/2017.
Descriptions of “LR” bills were provided by Maine Department of Marine
Resources for department bills and by the bill sponsor for those submitted by
legislators. Bills that begin with “LD” or legislative document are printed so
the full text of the bill is available. The effective date for non-emergency legislation is 90 days after adjournment. Emergency legislation is effective when
signed by the Governor.
LR 751 proposes that future veterans
who want to get their lobster license
back are no longer subject to any limit
on length of time of military service
as long as they had at least 50 landing
days in the lobster fishery. Currently if
your military service exceeds 10 years,
you cannot get back a lobster license
previously held.
License Fee Increases
The LePage budget includes a proposal to increase the cost of commercial
fishing licenses. The Governor’s office
has determined that the cost to implement the passage of the November
bonds will cause a structural budget
gap of $600,000 for the Department of
Marine Resources. To bridge this gap,
the DMR is requesting fee increases
on all marine licenses and to keep a
greater percentage of those license
fees. This is the first marine license
fee increase in over a decade. Under
the current proposal, Class I licenses
would increase $38, Class II $76 and
Class III $114. All marine resources
license fees (harvester, dealer, processor) would be increased generating an estimated $700,000 in revenue.
This proposal is part of the Governor’s
budget and will be debated by the
Appropriations Committee.
Bills submitted by Legislators
LD 14 An Act to Extend the Legal Hours
for Harvesting Lobster, sponsored by

Rep Kumiega of Deer Isle. This bill
proposes to extend the legal hours to
harvest lobsters during the month of
October by changing the time fishing
can begin in the morning from ½ before sunrise to 5am.
LD 113 An Act to Stabilize Lobster Bait
Prices, sponsored by Rep Alley of Beals.
This bill is a concept draft that proposes to enact measures designed to stabilize the price of lobster bait. These
measures include but are not limited
to: 1) authorizing an increase in the
number of people that may fish for
bait; 2) amending the limits on specific species of bait; 3) amending restrictions on the types of species that may
be used as bait.
LD 149 An Act to Provide Additional
Management for Limited-entry Lobster
Zones, sponsored by Rep Hubbell of
Bar Harbor. This bill is a concept draft
that proposes to:
1) limit second zone tagging to current license holders and prohibit new
entrants to the lobster fishery from
fishing gear outside the declared lobster zone;
2) limit lobstermen from fishing more
than 25% of traps outside the declared
lobster zone;
3) limit lobstermen from fishing more
than 25% of traps outside the declared
Continued on page 21
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the unusual closures that occurred throughout New England due to domoic
acid last fall. Participants will be able to question Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) biologists about testing programs and other activities related to shellfish management.
That afternoon, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association is hosting officials from
NIOSH (National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health) to lead a seminar on improving fishermen’s safety at sea. “Giving Safety a Competitive
Advantage” will focus on preventing death due to a fall overboard by use of a
personal flotation device (PFD). A multi-year NIOSH research project kicked off
this winter. The first phase involves working with lobstermen from Maine and
Massachusetts to test wear a variety of PFDs and make suggestions on their
redesign so that they are more comfortable and easier for lobstermen to work
in. The Forum seminar will give participants an opportunity to try on various
models of newer PFDs, discuss barriers to working in PFD’s aboard a vessel and
explore additional issues related to falls overboard.
On Friday, the Forum moves into full swing. The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association will hold its 63rd Annual Meeting with members at 9 a.m. The New
England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC) will host a public scoping
hearing on its proposed Groundfish Monitoring Amendment. The amendment has generated much controversy among fishermen because it shifts the
cost for on-board monitors from the
National Marine Fisheries Service to
the fishermen.
There will be a morning presentation
on halibut management and science.
Halibut is a seasonal fishery in Maine,
taking place typically in May and early
June. Managers are concerned that halibut may be overfished and will be reviewing its management this year. The
Council has asked the DMR to review how it manages halibut. Representatives
from DMR, the NEFMC, and the National Marine Fisheries Service will discuss
possible management changes. In the afternoon, officials from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will hold an open forum, taking
questions from the audience about federal fisheries management.
Of particular interest to lobstermen will be the seminar on herring and lobster bait scheduled for Friday afternoon. This summer saw a crunch in herring supply which drove prices up and frustrated many lobstermen, particularly in smaller, hard-to-reach harbors where deliveries were infrequent. The

DMR stepped in to ensure that
herring, although limited in supply, remained available throughout
the late summer and early fall. Now
the question is how to avoid a similar crisis next year if the herring
once again prove scarce in Area
3. Representatives from DMR, the
NEFMC, and the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission will
discuss the upcoming season.

On Saturday the Maine Elver
Fishermen’s Association will hold its annual meeting. Elvers remain a profitable fishery in the state, worth more than $11 million in value in 2015. The DMR
instituted a swipe-card system for elver fishermen and dealers in 2016 which
has allowed managers to track landings more efficiently. Currently fishermen
are limited to 9,688 pounds in total; that quota is divided up among individual
elver harvesters.
Also on Saturday the DMR and Council staff will present an overview of the
Coral Amendment under development, including a review of potential closures
proposed to protect deep-water corals in the Gulf of Maine. The NEFMC has
crafted a management plan that identifies four areas in the near-shore Gulf of
Maine for protection: Mount Desert Rock, Outer Schoodic Ridge, Jordan Basin
and Lindenkohl Knoll. Maine lobstermen fish the first two areas; Massachusetts
lobstermen frequent the second two. Written into the draft management plan
are two regulatory options for these sites. The first would prohibit bottomtending gears; the second would prohibit mobile bottom-tending gears. Maine
lobstermen, particularly those from Downeast counties, want to ensure that
lobster gear is exempted from any closures. Moderated by DMR external affairs
director Terry Stockwell, this session is sure to be informative and lively.
The Alewife Harvesters of Maine will hold its annual meeting on Saturday. Each
spring alewives return to their lakes of origin to spawn. The seasonal run is a
boon for lobstermen, who use the oily little fish as bait at a time when herring
supply tends to be low. Very few states still have sustainable wild alewife runs,
making management of this species of particular importance to biologists as
well as lobstermen.
DMR science staff will speak about the state of Maine’s lobster stocks and present the preliminary 2016 landings figures in their annual lobster science upContinued on page 20

MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Automotive

Financial & Investment

Back River Financial Group
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation and
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes (total
of 12) for all vehicles, cars and trucks, when you review of previous tax returns.
purchase a new or used vehicle.

Bait Dealers

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed lobster bands.
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Boat Builders/Repairs
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFHRIKXOO North Atlantic Power Products
with MLA membership.
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service.
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or top. Gifts
on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promoDocumentation Services
tional product orders.
Maine Design Company
Appleton, ME --10% discount to surveys on
Hydraulics
lobster boats. Must be an MLA member &
Coastal Hydraulics
mention this listing to get discount.
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Education & Trade Shows
Hews Company, LLC
Maine Maritime Museum
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
components and Cable Craft cables.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Industry Organizations
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA mem- Insurance
bers.
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Electronic Equipment
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all marine Drill Conductor course within the last 5 years.
electronic products.
Legal Servives
Navtronics, LLC
Nicholas H Walsh PA
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services.
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).

Forum photos by M. Young.

Lobster/Seafood/Wholesale
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for MLA
members.
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat.

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check.
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine propeller, shafting, and related items, sales & repairs.

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with proof
of MLA membership. CAN be combined with
other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill
Conductor training.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps to MLA
members.
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Join GUY COTTEN in the
ﬁght against Breast Cancer.

We will donate to
the BCRF:
•
•

% of the sales of our rain gear,

5
10

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

ÀHHFHZHDUDQGERRWV

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.

% of the sales of “FISH PINK”

• More engine choices.

T-shirts, sweatshirt, caps.

UNTIL 08/31/2017

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

w w w. G u y C o t t e n U S A . c o m

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5

WORKING TO MAKE 2017 YOUR
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
BEST FISHING SEASON EVER!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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AQUAMESH

®

“I was at the Fisherman’s Forum and learned
more about what the MLA does in DC and
Augusta. I thought, I need to do this. “

The Galvanized After Weld Difference

TRAP MADE WITH AQUAMESH® WIRE

 
Ǥ
TRAP MADE WITH GBW WIRE

Do you?

1.800.762.6374 . 1.508.234.8715
info@riverdale.com . www.riverdale.com

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷȈǤǤ

H

ACCUSat™ EPIRBs
406 MHz. Completely waterproof. 6 Year Non-Haz
Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. Features a stainless
steel antenna. USCG/GMDSS Approved.

HAMILTON

MARINE
40th Anniversary
1977

Order# 731676

$

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com
,QVSHFWLRQ+DWFKHV
Anodized aluminum, stainless steel trim.
Anti-slip surface.

349

99

6 Year
Battery!

Order# 731678

$

+LJK3HUIRUPDQFH/('/LJKWV
Patented specter and hybrid optics with
high purity aluminum housings.

Starting At

11399

$

High-vis yellow accent.
Removable head pillow.
Articulated arms for
easier donning. Buddy
line and whistle.

249

99

$

99

Order# 752862

Electric Rope
Cutting Guns
100 Watts

$

PUR-15463
Order# 127675

120 Watts

3619

Muckmaster™ Boots

3' x 3' mat, 1/2"
thick, 2-Sided
Interlocking
Design .

100% waterproof footwear.
Full-bootie construction with
breathable Airmesh™ lining.
Hi 16" Boot, Sizes 5-14

$

13999 pair

Search#
&)'00+$

$

50

Order# 761645

)5((+($7from your engine’s
closed cooling system!

Flush mount
or ducted.
28,000 to
40,000 BTUs.
6HDUFK0+

99

TEL-CH5200P
Order# 735916

7KH2ULJLQDO0DQ/LQH3RW:DUS

2697

$

233

SAVE

Red

Highly polished corrosionresistant stainless steel covers and handle. Takes 33C
and 43C type cables.

$

99 Reg 149.99

Orange

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

6HDUFK5,/

$QWL)DWLJXH0DW

HTV-179873
Order# 754535

LIMITED QUANTITY!

7ZLQ6&RQWUROV

6HDUFK+0+

2249

USCG APPROVED

Heavy-duty 420 denier nylon shell with neoprene
comfort collar. In-Sight window shows armed status.
Features full 35 lbs buoyancy.

46999

PUR-15463HD
Order# 735613

$

In-Sight Automatic/Manual
2IIVKRUH,QŴDWDEOH3)'

$

Cat I Auto

2017

Scan the QR code
to see more and
shop online!

Many
Sizes
Available!

Cat II Manual

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!
Search#
+030$1

6XSHUŴH[/LQHG
Orange Gloves

Galvanized or
Stainless Steel wire,
from 1/4" to 1"
diameter. We hand
and machine (commercial) swage wire
and mark wire for
fishermen the old
fashioned way.

WE MARK
AND SWAGE
WIRE!

)LVK7RWHV

Sizes L-2XL

9

$ 99 pair

Plastic.
No Holes.

$

Description
Black
Gray
Blue

53.99

pack of 6 pair
6HDUFK+0*$*$

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

Dimensions
28"Lx16"Wx11"D
28"Lx16"Wx11"D
28"Lx16"Wx14"D

Capacity Order# 6(//
70 Liters 118291 16.99
70 Liters 736466 16.99
85 Liters 760085 24.99

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

Page 14 | LANDINGS | February 2017

BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

FRESH

207. 594 . 0405

FROZEN

207. 542 .1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

Maine Fishermen’s Forum

2017 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit immediate family members (son/daughter, or a
grandson /granddaughter) or legal dependent of someone actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or
academic achievement. Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second year of their program or
students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program will be eligible. Applications will be accepted through
March 1, 2017. Scholarships will be awarded by a random drawing to be held during the 42nd annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Please
note that previous winners are not eligible.
You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you checked all 4 items below.
Do you qulify? (Check all that apply)
1.___Are you a sophomore, junior, or senior right now? You must be at least a sophomore in college to apply.
2.___Do you have an immediate family member actively participating in Maine’s seafood industry?
What do you need to apply? (Check all that apply)
3.___Complete this application & send to the address at the top.
4.____Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with application.
STUDENT INFORMATION

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Student Name____________________________________________________ College/University name____________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________ Location of college_________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________________ Expected year of graduation_______your major__________________________
State________ Zip____________ Home Phone_________________________ **School standing as of Sept 2016 (circle one)
Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior
Email___________________________________________________________
MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION
Name_________________________________________________________ Relationship________________________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address___________________________________________________________________ Home Phone________________________________
City________________________________________________ State______ Zip________Email___________________________________________________
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe Participation in the Maine seafood industry______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344 207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of previous tax
returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-691-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.

AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when you purchase a new or used vehicle.
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014 207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631 207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143 wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 207-548-6302;
Southwest Harbor: 207-244-7870;
Rockland: 207-594-8181
Portland: 207-774-1772
Jonesport: 207-497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial fishermen

Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

GIFTS

Richard Stanley Custom Boats
PO Box 275
Bass Harbor, ME 04653 207-244-3795
lorraine@richardstanleyboats.com
www.richardstanelycustomboats.com
$1,000 off final hull price with MLA membership

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605 207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38 and 44
Calvin Beal.
DOCUMENTATION SERVICES

HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Maine Design Company
68 Snow Hill Rd
Appleton, ME 04862 207-370-1088
tom@mainedesigncompany.com
www.mainedesigncompany.com
10% discount on lobster boat surveys for MLA
members who mention this listing.

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components & Craft cables.

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316 lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310 info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654 207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538 207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101 207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357 207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd, South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029 shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681 207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685 207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693 207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd, Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS

Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128 617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801 603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646 207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820 603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts. New
propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360 508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, and
related items, sales and repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062 207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com

Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640 207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
Knuckle & Claw
2715 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
& 3112 West Sunset Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
chloe@knuckleclaw.com
www.knuckleclaw.com
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801 603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211 212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909 207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904 207-229-0335
Quahog Lobster Co.
Robert Waddle
5 Lobster Lane
Harpswell, ME 04079 207-725-6222
rwaddle@comcast.net
Red Lobster Seafood Co.
Anthony Armesto
450 S Orange Ave, Suite 800
Orlando, FL 32801
aarmesto@redlobster.com
www.redlobster.com

www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909 207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of MLA membership.
Discount can be combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861 207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd., Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at Friendship
store. Cannot be added to other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members
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stermen and a sigh of discontent from groundfishermen. The problem with the
estimate, as Department of Marine Resources Commissioner Patrick Keliher
stated at the time, was that it didn’t take into account different parts of the
coast, different depths, and different seasons of fishing; instead it more or less
just scaled up a small amount of offshore data.
I came to the University of Maine in 2014, to begin a project looking into the fate
of cod bycatch in the Maine lobster fishery. The late Captain Cappy Sargent of
Milbridge took me aboard his boat to get a feel for what lobster fishing was like.
Before I was a fish scientist, I was a commercial fisherman, having spent nine
summers fishing for sockeye salmon in Alaska’s Bristol Bay and one year fishing
for Dungeness crab near my hometown on Whidbey Island, Washington.
Soon, other lobstermen took my lab mate Jocelyn Runnebaum and myself
aboard their boats and were kind enough to let us run a cod and cusk discard
survivability experiment. Some of the highlights for me were working with lobstermen from across the state, including Justin Papkee, Dustin Delano, and
Bobby Ingalls and learning “wicked” lobstering strategies. The goal of our ongoing study is to quantify the extent of barotrauma (pressure trauma) cod and
cusk undergo when hauled up from the bottom in a trap and to figure out the
best handling procedures to return the fish with minimal harm.

... our results are encouraging and suggest that if
cod are handled properly, a large proportion of
them may be able to survive.
Some fish undergo the reverse of what divers call “the bends” when coming from
depth rapidly. It works out that for every five fathoms in depth, pressure is one
atmosphere greater ( for reference, pressure is roughly one atmosphere unless
you are underwater or on top of Mt. Katahdin). We were testing the idea that
if we could recompress the cod as a trap sinks back down, we might be able to
reverse the barotrauma. We attached a GoPro camera and an LED light inside a
trap. When a cod came up in a lobsterman’s trap, we would tag it, take measurements, evaluate its health, then put it in our rigged trap, throw it back, and wait.
We hypothesized that the reason cod swim into the trap either had to do with
perceived shelter (lobster traps are nice looking houses to a fish), or food supply. In reality, the truth is likely a bit of both. Many types of bait are fished in different seasons and parts of the coast, but among the most common is herring,
which happens to be one of the most energy-rich foods for cod. We saw a wide
range of cod sizes in our study, but most were around 18 inches, which is the
size at which they shift from eating invertebrates to mainly fish prey.

Let’s visit the
Boston Seafood Show!
((now the
h Seafood
f d Expo Northh America))

You are paying to market Maine lobster.
ϐ
into a global market. This show is a must see!
When? Monday, March 20th, 2017
Where? Catch the bus in Bangor, Augusta, Portland,
or Kennebunk.
Cost? $50 for MLA members, $60 for non-members
(Cost includes bus fare and entry to the show)
To register: by phone: 207-967-4555 or
online at www.mainelobstermen.org/projects
Please register by February 27th
to reserve your seat.
www.mainelobstermen.org

Overall what we found is that most cod don’t show severe signs of external barotrauma (i.e. stomach sticking out the mouth, bugged out eyes, or skin bubbles).
Only about 10% of cod hauled initially were dead, and these were mostly due to
hungry lobsters in the trap. Of those remaining, most of the cod looked vibrant
and swam around the video trap when recompressed. The GoPro footage suggested cod could be recompressed and swim around inside the trap, but could
not find their way out of the trap over the few hours when the GoPro operated.
I released some of the cod at the surface, and most could swim down. However,
with this method we don’t know a lot about what happens to cod internally
after they are surface-released. That being said, our results are encouraging
and suggest that if cod are handled properly, a large proportion of them may
be able to survive. This will be important if management decisions down the
line include cod as a bycatch in the lobster fishery. Often managers make an
assumption of 100% mortality, so any reduction in estimated mortality rate
would be advantageous. The Maine lobster fishery is one of the cleanest fisheries (in terms of bycatch) around and it is no accident that it has a reputation
for marine stewardship.

ARTIFACTS ILLUSTRATE LONG
LOBSTERING HISTORY
Fishermen have been catching lobsters commercially in Maine for more than
a century. The tools of the fishery have changed over the decades — from sailpowered wooden vessels to today’s high-tech fiberglass boats, from traps made
with wooden lathes to vinyl-coated wire traps made in a factory. The Maine
lobster fishery is full of tradition, despite the changes that have occured over
the decades. This month Landings begins a new feature on those items from
long ago. We start with an image sent to us from the Maine Maritime Museum
in Bath, whose exhibit, Lobstering & the Maine Coast, opened in 2015.

An un-opened half coil of
Wall manila pot warp hawser,
1940s, with original oiled paper
wrapping. Made by Wall Rope
Works, Beverly, NJ. Originally
shipped to Marine Service, Inc.,
Boothbay Harbor.

If you have a photo of lobstering gear from long ago, you may send it to Melissa
Waterman, melissa@mainelobstermen.org.

MEET THE MLA AT THE
FORUM
Come visit the MLA booth at the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum from March 2 to 4.
And don’t forget to attend the 63rd MLA Annual
Meeting on March 3! Learn more about the 2017
plans of the state’s oldest fishermen’s
organization.
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LOBSTER GEAR NOW MAKING ITS WAY INTO FINE JEWELRY
By Shelley Wigglesworth
Bar Harbor native Tegan Curry literally
stumbled upon the idea of incorporating rubber bands used by lobstermen to keep lobster claws closed as
an accessory for her handmade jewelry when she came across a few of the
colorful bands while beachcombing a
few years back. “People loosely refer
to these bands as ‘Downeast wedding
bands’ and I thought why not go a step
further and actually make a ring where
the bands could be worn?” Curry said.

themselves are a great conversation starter, as well as having the ability to have
each cuff be unique to each customer,” Griffith said.
His cuffs appeal to both men and women and young and old alike. “I’ve sold
to just about everyone, of all ages, from those who are local and in some way
involved in the fishing industry to people as far away as California who love the
concept and story behind the intended use of the original form,” Griffith said.
Since he officially started the business in the spring of 2015, sales have been
brisk. “I’ve sold somewhere around 750 bracelets, which is amazing to me. I
never really thought I’d love it as much as I do or would have the ability to make
it my full-time job when I started.”

Photo courtesy of T. Curry.

Curry, who has a BFA degree from
Maine College of Art where she specialized in metalsmithing, did just that and
the result was a sturdy sterling silver band with edge ridges that can hold a
lobster band for display. “The lobster bands are made in different widths, so all
may not fit on your ring — but they can easily be trimmed to size with sharp
scissors if needed,” Curry said.
All rings are all stamped with the word “Maine” on the outside and may be worn
with or without a lobster band. Each ring purchased comes in a clean bait bag
with four new, different-color lobster bands to interchange as you wish. Curry
gets her bands from local lobster co-ops, but ring owners may also collect their
own, or purchase other band colors or bands that are custom-stamped with
messages, or use recycled bands from live lobsters. Some people like to collect
different bands from various fishermen friends.
“The LobsterBand rings are sturdy, versatile and fun and a unique conversation
piece and reminder of Maine,” Curry said.
Since she began marketing these particular rings three years ago, the 36-yearold designer, who currently has six other jewelry lines, said the rings have become popular among both men and women and fishermen and non-fishermen
as well. It appears the rings have a universal appeal, as Curry has sold her rings
to people from all over the world. And though she is not sure if any of her rings
have been used as actual wedding bands, the possibility is certainly there.
The sterling silver LobsterBand rings may be purchased directly through
Curry’s website www.lobsterbandrings.com and are also available at selected
stores across the state.
Evan Griffith, 29, grew up in South Portland. The youngest of three brothers,
he spent his first years out of school as a golf professional, but decided to give
up the clubs four years ago. He began to make lobster gauge cuff bracelets and
hasn’t looked back since.
“My biggest focus and area of expertise in golf was building golf clubs. That’s
where I picked up some of the skills I use making jewelry,” Griffith said. Griffith’s
interest in the unisex lobster gauge cuff was piqued when a friend introduced
him to the concept and suggested he could easily do it because of his experience and the skills he had honed
building golf clubs.

“I’m working on prototypes now for the spring/summer season,” Griffith explained. “I have some designs I’ve been thinking about for a while now and it’s
just a matter of seeing what is feasible. I’m also working on products for the
home. I’ve been designing lamps and home interior designs for about a year
now and I’m about ready to add those to the list of things I make for Lighthouse
Studio Design (www.lighthousestudiodesign.com). My goal is to keep thinking
of and making new ideas and see how far I can take the business.”

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Every step in the bracelet-making process is done by Griffith himself — from
the shaping, bending and stamping to
the final patina effect and polishing.
The complete process takes him about
36 hours to complete. The cuffs sell
through his online studio store.
He has created another variation of the
cuff bracelet which he calls the mariner
line. “Customers can have coordinates
engraved on the inside of their lobster
gauge cuffs. I love that the coordinates

Drive
Savers

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

“I thought it was really neat and
wanted to try to make one. I had never made jewelry or anything really
like it before, but I saw the potential
for what it could be beyond just the
original polished brass design that
others had made,” Griffith said.
“The first two cuffs I made were a
polished brass and a torched stainless [steel] lobster gauge cuff. I
Photos courtesy of E. Griffith.
knew from working on golf clubs
that heating stainless steel brought
out a wide range of colors, deep blues and purples as well as gold and green depending on the temperature used. From there I came up with the weathered
brass patina which simulates brass being left out in the open air. This season I
added what I call a ‘sea spray’ patina which uses salt to mimic the patina that
brass tools get when used in a marine environment.”

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIODS AVAILABLE
FOR ACA HEALTH INSURANCE
By Alisha Keezer
Welcome to February! If you missed the open enrollment period for ACA health
insurance, which closed on January 31, you will have to wait until November of
this year to enroll in a plan for 2018. There are a few exceptions, typically the
result of a a significant life event.

change in your primary place of living,
such as:
•

Moving to a new home in a
new zip code or county where
new qualified health plans are
available

•

Moving to the U.S. from a for
eign country or United States
territory

A qualifying event can occur at any point during the year. The ability to enroll
in a health insurance plan through a SEP lasts 60 days from the date of the
qualifying event.

•

A student moving to or from
the place he or she attends
school

A SEP can be something that occurs in one of the following six categories:

•

A seasonal worker moving to
or from the place he or
she lives and works

After the open enrollment period ends, consumers still have the opportunity to
enroll in qualified health plans if they experience certain life changes, such as marriage or a permanent move to an area with new coverage options. These opportunities outside of open enrollment are called special enrollment periods, or SEPs.

1. Loss of qualifying health coverage: if you (or anyone in your household for
whom they seek coverage) lose qualifying health coverage. Some examples of
qualifying health coverage include:
•

Coverage through a job, or through another person’s job

•

Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) coverage (in
cluding pregnancy-related coverage and medically needy coverage)

•

Medicare

•

Individual or group health plan coverage that ends during the year

•

Dependent coverage that a consumer has through a parent’s plan. If
you turn 26 or the maximum dependent age allowed in your state and
lose coverage, you can qualify for an SEP.

2. Change in household size: a consumer may qualify for an SEP if you (or anyone in your household):

Alisha Keezer is the MLA’s
health insurance Navigator.

4. Change in eligibility for Marketplace coverage or help paying for coverage.
If you (or anyone in your household) is enrolled in Marketplace coverage and
reports a change that makes the consumer:
•

Newly eligible for help paying for coverage

•

Ineligible for help paying for coverage

•

Eligible for a different amount of help paying out-of-pocket costs

Many changes in circumstance or life events can trigger SEPs, but you should
understand that not all changes will allow you to enroll in or change plans.
Some changes that do not trigger an SEP include:
•

Loss of minimum essential coverage due to failure of payments

•

Voluntary COBRA cancelation

•

Got married

•

Pregnancy (a birth, however, will lead to an SEP)

•

Had a baby, adopted a child, or placed a child for foster care

•

•

Got divorced, legally separated, or had a death in the family and lost
health coverage

Income changes, unless a consumer is currently enrolled in a qualified
health plan or their income rose above the 100% Federal Poverty Line

•

Loss of coverage for more than 60 days.

•

Gained or became a dependent due to a child support or other court order

If you think you qualify for a SEP and want help with your health insurance options,
please call me at 207-967-4555 or send an email to alisha@mainelobstermen.org

3. Change in primary place of living: if you (or anyone in your household) has a

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
FOCUSED ON THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY.

! NEW ENGLAND’S
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O
N
COMMERCIAL FISHING
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It’s what fishermen read!
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Can’t wait for the next issue of Landings?
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  ǫ

207-963-7195
P.O. Box 253, Gouldsboro, ME 04607 • info@fishermensvoice.com

www.fishermensvoice.com

www.facebook.com/mlcalliance
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stated that the fishery management council could identify and
implement measures that reduce, to the extent practicable,
impacts of fishing gear on deepsea corals in New England.

coral conservation with fishery access, and to do this, we
need to understand how fishing
activity is distributed with respect to coral habitats.” For example, she explained, information about depth and bottom
type where gear is typically set
would help the Council evaluate the likelihood of fishing gear
interactions with coral.

In the meantime, environmental organizations began lobbying Congress and the Obama
administration to establish a
National Marine Monument
in offshore waters, specifiThere will be a session on
cally those submarine canyons
Saturday, March 4, at 9 a.m.
and seamounts located south
during the Maine Fishermen’s
of Georges Bank. Despite opForum to provide interested
position from most fishing orfishermen with more informaganizations in New England,
tion about this process and the
President Obama created
proposals under consideration.
the Northeast Canyons and
There are several ways fisherSeamounts National Marine
men can provide feedback or
Two proposed coral protection zones, Mt. Desert Rock and Outer Schoodic Ridge, will
Monument in September, 2016,
information to the Council:
affect more than one hundred Maine lobstermen. NMFS graphic.
the first U.S. monument located in the Atlantic Ocean. The
• Send a letter, which will be reviewed at the next available Habitat Committee
4,913-square-mile area, which includes three deep-sea canyons and four unor Council meeting.
derwater mountains, is now off limits to commercial fishing (red crab and lobster fishing must end within six years) and other commercial uses.
• Attend a Habitat Committee or Council meeting in person and provide
comments.
The Council entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council in 2013. The regulatory authority
• Attend a public hearing. These will be scheduled in the spring of 2017 after the
of the two councils overlapped along the continental slope where coral conCouncil has had the opportunity to review the entire draft amendment and analycentrations had been found. The Mid-Atlantic Council chose to pursue coral
ses and to identify preferred approaches. Public hearings are especially imporprotection by amending its existing Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Fisheries
tant because they’re solely focused on getting industry feedback on the proposals.
Management Plan. Amendment 16 to that plan was approved in June, 2015. The
• Sign up to receive habitat-related alerts via email using this link: http://
plan prohibits fishing activity in areas deeper than 450 meters. It also exempts
www.nefmc.org/subscribe.
lobster gear from commercial fishing prohibitions, in part because lobstermen
• Visit the Council website regularly at www.nefmc.org to keep tabs on all
from the mid-Atlantic states rarely set traps in the deep-sea areas.
meeting dates, locations, and related documents. And finally,
The breadth of the Coral Amendment proposed by the New England Council
• Call or email Michelle Bachman at 978-465-0492, extension 120, mbachis great. It could encompass broad areas that contain canyons and seamounts
man@nefmc.org. She’s available to answer questions about the alternasouth of Georges Bank as well as discrete, defined areas in the Gulf of Maine,
tives, impacts analysis, or the amendment development process.
both inshore and offshore. Not only could it protect areas below 50 meters in
which corals have been found, but it could also prohibit fishing in areas in
which corals are likely to be present.
The plan features two options for fishing activities in coral protection areas.
The first would prohibit bottom-tending gears, such as bottom-tending otter
trawls, bottom-tending beam trawls, hydraulic dredges, non-hydraulic dredges, bottom-tending seines, bottom-tending longlines, sink or anchored gillnets,
and pots and traps. It would, however, permit use of gears that do not contact
the seabed. The draft plan offers two possible exemptions to these restrictions:
to exempt solely the red crab fishery from coral zone restrictions or to exempt
other trap fisheries, including lobster.
The second option under consideration would prohibit the use of mobile bottom-tending gears, including bottom-tending otter trawls, bottom-tending beam
trawls, hydraulic dredges, non-hydraulic dredges, and bottom-tending seines.
Fixed gears and other gears that don’t contact the seabed would be allowed.
Lobstermen, particularly those in Downeast Maine, are not happy with the
prospect of losing access to the areas identified by the Council as coral protection zones. The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR), working with
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, has identified at least 100 lobster boats
from at least 15 ports which lobster in the 49 square miles of the Mount Desert
Rock and Outer Schoodic Ridge coral zones. Lobstermen from Swans Island,
Frenchboro and Cranberry Island in particular rely on Mount Desert Rock for
winter fishing. Those lobstermen bring in a lot of lobster, about $4 million in
value, according to DMR figures.
This winter the DMR will hold a series of public meetings to hear what the
fishermen think of the measures proposed in the draft Coral Amendment. “We
know that there is strong opposition to the alternative proposing that lobster/
crab gear be prohibited in those two areas,” noted DMR external affairs director
Terry Stockwell in an email.

Garbo depends on the hard work and

The financial hardships posed by the coral protection amendment also might
influence the Council’s final decision. The Magnuson-Stevens Act specifically
requires the Council to consider the economic impact of its regulations. “We’re
seeking input on how closures of specific coral management areas would affect
businesses, ports, and communities, and we’d like to know if there are ways
to modify the boundaries of the areas to limit any negative effects,” Michelle
Bachman, the Council’s lead habitat analyst, said.

Thank you !

The draft amendment and its range of alternatives will go out to public hearings in the spring before the Council takes a final vote, which could happen as
early as June.
“We welcome industry involvement,” said Bachman. “We’re trying to balance

stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
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SCHOOL OF THE OCEAN TAKES SHAPE IN SEARSPORT
Maine offers many possibilities for those who want to pursue a career linked to the
sea. We look at a new high school that makes the ocean the center of the classroom
in this article, the next in our series on marine educational opportunities in Maine.
By Melissa Waterman
If all goes well, within the next two years a new high school will open in
Searsport. But not any old high school. The Maine Ocean School (MOS) would
be the state’s second magnet school, after Limestone School of Science and
Mathematics, which opened in 1995. It would be a school whose entire focus
is on the ocean.
In 2015, Rep. James Gillway, also Searsport’s town manager, introduced a bill in
the Legislature to create the Maine Ocean School. The bill, which allocated no
money for the new school, became law
as one of a group of bills that Governor
Paul LePage had intended to veto but
did not do so in time.

According to the MOS web site, the Maine Ocean School’s mission “is to provide a theme-based high school education focused on Maine’s maritime connection, with an emphasis on leadership, work ethic, and the transferable skills
associated with careers involving the ocean.”
As a public school, the MOS curriculum must meet state standards in eight
specific content areas: Career and Education Development, English Language
Arts, Health and Physical Education, Mathematics, Science and Technology,
Social Studies, Visual and Performing Arts, and World Languages. Each content area will be taught with an eye toward its connection to the marine world.
So, for instance, English classes will include literature of the sea. Social studies
would involve marine policy or law.

“But what makes the ocean science school unique will be the four different
tracks that students can choose from
at school,” Zydlewski said. These four
tracks — marine science, marine
transportation, marine engineering,
and marine management — are deIn Maine, a magnet school is a public
signed to introduce students to the
school offering special instruction and
many careers available in these areas.
programs not available elsewhere, deWhen a freshman enters the MOS, he
signed to attract a more diverse stuor she will get to sample classes and
dent body from throughout the state.
opportunities in all four areas. By the
The majority of magnet school stujunior year, the student is expected to
dents live at the school.
concentrate in one area to prepare for
After the bill chartering the school
future studies. “For example, someone
passed, a group of individuals from mawho chooses a track in the marine
rine-related fields began to meet and
transportation track might decide to
formed itself into a board to build the
go on to higher education or perhaps
foundations for the new high school.
At the Maine Ocean School, a four-track curriculum will focus on careers
work as a pilot,” Zydlewski said. “We
They had a deadline: by February, 2017,
related to the sea. Photo courtesy of MOS.
hope that they will either have their
the group would have to deliver an orMarine Mariner credentials or be ready
ganizational report to the Maine State
to get them. Marine engineering could
Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. “The board must
lead to work in structural engineering or someone could pursue a career as a
provide a plan for the school, the most significant part of which is the draft curship’s engineer.”
riculum,” explained Gayle Zydlewski, program committee chair. “If the result is
Many individuals have been eager to volunteer their time and expertise to the
positive, we can set a budget for the school based on the plan.”
fledgling school, Zydlewski continued. The MOS board has set up a separate
501 ( c) 3 charitable organization to receive grants and donations. If the Joint
Committee approves the MOS report, the proposal will go to the Legislature for
budget appropriation as a public school. “People have been coming out of the
woodwork to make this curriculum happen. If we meet with the committee’s
approval, then the next step is to hire an executive director and to start summer programming for students,” she said.

— Maine Fair Trade Lobster—

WISHES MAINE
LOBSTERMEN A GREAT
2017 SEASON!

Forum continued from page 11

date. The presentation will include the results of the department’s monitoring programs, specifically the sea sampling, ventless trap survey, inshore trawl
survey, and settlement survey. University of Maine researchers will talk about
the Rapid Resource Program, a new resource for industry. One issue sure to be
covered is the decline during the past three years in juvenile lobster settlement
along the coast.
Dr. Jean Lavallée, a lobster veterinarian and the region’s leading lobster health
expert, will present a workshop entitled “Avoid a Crustacean Crisis” Saturday
afternoon chronicling a lobster’s journey from the comfort of the ocean floor
to a processing plant or holding facility. A lobster’s physiology makes it surprisingly prone to stress and injury. In addition, environmental factors such as
diet, water temperatures and molt cycle can affect its health. Handling practices and the holding environment can put stress on the animal. Lavallée will
explain how minimizing stress and injury to lobsters will produce a healthier
lobster and more profits.
On Saturday afternoon the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative’s (MLMC)
executive director Matt Jacobson will host a review of the Collaborative’s efforts in 2016. The MLMC was established in 2013 by the Maine Legislature and
is funded by a surcharge on lobstermen and seafood processors’ licenses. Since
its inception, the MLMC has worked with the marketing firm Weber Shandwick
to boost demand for Maine lobster among East Coast chefs and food professionals. Its “Maine after Midnight” events in major cities last summer brought
Maine lobstermen face-to-face with leading chefs, helping to educate those
professionals on the versatility of Maine lobster.

200 Main St. Prospect Harbor, ME
www.mftlobster.com
P: 207.963.9010

And, as always, the Fishermen’s Forum will be packed with exhibitors featuring
products and services of interest to fishermen. The Forum’s social calendar will
include the popular seafood reception and silent auction to benefit the annual
Scholarship Fund on Thursday night. Friday night will feature a seafood dinner
and live auction, also to benefit the Scholarship Fund, which always makes for a
fun and energetic evening. The scholarship awards will be given on Saturday night
at the traditional evening banquet and dance. That night also features the annual
Golden V-notch award, the DMR Officer of the Year award, and other recognitions.
For more information on the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, visit www.mainefishermensforum.org.
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lobster zone and that does not have trap limits and exit ratios consistent with
the license holders declared zone;
4) if a lobsterman fishes traps outside the declared lobster zone, the lobsterman is limited to the most restrictive management measures of both zones;
and
5) Require the DMR Commissioner to annually review the rules regarding the
number of second zone tags that have been fished in each limited entry zone
and allow the Commissioner to propose rule changes to ensure parity of zone
access and stability of zone effort related to double tagging.
LD 201 An Act to Provide Flexibility in the Purchase of Lobster Trap Tags, sponsored by Rep. Kumiega of Deer Isle
This bill proposes to allow a lobsterman to purchase up to the maximum number of trap tags purchased under that license in any previous year.
LR 1746 An Act to Address Marine Debris Resulting for Commercial Activities,
sponsored by Rep. Devin of Newcastle. This is a concept bill to address marine
debris resulting from commercial fishing and aquaculture lease sites.
LR 956 An Act Regarding Legal Lobster Haul Times outside the 3-mile Line, sponsored by Rep. Tuell of East Machias. This bill is a concept draft to allow Zone A
lobstermen to haul gear without any time of day restrictions in federal waters
(outside 3 miles).
LR 1561 An Act to Improve Enforcement of Maine’s Lobster Laws, sponsored by
Sen. Langley of Hancock
This is a concept draft which proposed to enact measures to improve the enforcement of Maine’s lobster conservation laws and ensure the long-term sus-

128th Legislature Marine Resources
Committee Members
Sen. Joyce Maker - Chair (R), Calais
Joyce.Maker@legislature.maine.gov
or 207-454-2327

Rep. Kevin Battle (R), South
Portland
Kevin.Battle@legislature.maine.gov
or 207-831-6962

tainability of the lobster resource. These measures may include establishing
minimum penalties such as license suspension to deter violations such as
scrubbing egged lobster, fishing over the trap limit, fishing sunken trawls or untagged gear and molesting lobster traps establish minimum penalties of monetary fines to deter violations such as keeping short, over-sized, v-notched or
egg-bearing females and higher minimum penalties for repeat offenders. The
bill also proposes to all the Commissioner of Marine Resources to suspend marine resources licenses of those found guilty of sinking, burning or otherwise
destroying another fisherman’s vessel and establish a minimum penalty of a
permanent suspension of marine resource licenses for this offense. It also proposes to require lobster license holders found guilty of violating marine conservation laws to pay restitution equal to the cost incurred by the state to conduct the investigation; and require lobster license holders convicted of marine
resource violation(s) resulting in a license suspension who re-enter the lobster
fishery to re-enter as a new entrant limited to 300 traps and allowed to build up
at a rate of 100 traps per year up to the zone limit; and to have a vessel monitoring system aboard the vessel.
LR 411 An Act to Ensure Consistent Access to Limited Entry Lobster Zones, sponsored by Rep. Hubbell of Bar Harbor. This bill proposes to limit the ability to
fish lobster traps outside the declared lobster zone with second zone tags to
existing license holders only. New entrants to the lobster fishery would be prohibited from fishing lobster gear outside the declared lobster zone.
LR 1184 An Act to Give the Department of Marine Resources Flexibility with
Licensing in the Herring Fishery, sponsored by Rep. Parry of Arundel. This bill
proposes to give the Commissioner of Marine Resources the authority to manage herring fishermen depending on how recently they have had landings
in Maine. This bill would enable Maine to comply with potential changes to
the herring management plan through the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission.
LR 1695 An Act to Create Pathways to Enter Alternative Marine Industries, sponsored by Rep. Alley of Beals
LR 1348 An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Marine Resources, sponsored by
Rep. Kumiega of Deer Isle
LR 1743 An Act to Incentivize Private Investment of Lobster Processing in Maine,
sponsored by Sen. Carson of Cumberland

Rep. Lydia Blume (D), York Beach
Lydia.Blume@legislature.maine.gov
Rep. Michael Devin (D), Newcastle
Michael.Devin@legislature.maine.
gov or 207-975-3132

Sen. Eric Brakey (R), Auburn
Eric.Brakey@legislature.maine.gov
or 207-406-0897

Rep. David Haggan (R), Hampden
David.Haggan@legislature.maine.
gov or 207-944-7471

Sen. Eloise Vitelli (D), Arrowsic
Vitelli@legislature.maine.gov or
207-443-4660

Rep. Stephanie Hawke (R),
Boothbay Harbor
Stephanie.Hawke@legislature.
maine.gov or 207-380-6803

Rep. Walter Kumiega, Chair (D),
Deer Isle
Walter.kumiega@legislature.maine.
gov or 207-479-5459

Rep. Abden Simmons (R),
Waldoboro
Abden.Simmons@legislature.
maine.gov

We have what you need!
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Rep. Paula Sutton (R), Warren
Paula.Sutton@legislature.maine.
gov
Rep. William Tuell (R), East
Machias
Will.Tuell@legislature.maine.gov or
207-271-8521

Call 207-389-9155 or
Jennie’s cell: 207-841-1454
Email jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Rep. Robert Alley (D), Beals
Robert.Alley@legislature.maine.
gov or 207-263-4442
Craig Nale, analyst
Craig.Nale@legislature.maine.gov or 207-287-1670
Julia Brown, clerk
Julia.Brown@Legislature.Maine.gov or 207-287-1692
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In the
NEWS
TRADE AGREEMENTS CAUSE UNCERTAINTY AMONG
SEAFOOD PRODUCERS

SWEDEN PLANS ANOTHER TRY AT LIMITING LOBSTER
IMPORTS

President Donald Trump signed an executive order that officially withdrew the
United States from the Trans Pacific Partnership Trade Agreement in January.
“This is a lost opportunity for exporters and importers to make the global seafood trade market a more predictable place,” said Gavin Gibbons, vice president of communications for the National Fisheries Institute (NFI). The move
signaled that the President would also be likely to renegotiate the terms of the
North American Free Trade Agreement, signed by President Clinton in 1992.
That action would in turn affect seafood trade between the U.S. and Canada
and Mexico.

Officials in Sweden are preparing a new proposal to deal with American lobsters that have turned up in Swedish waters. Sweden had wanted the European
Union to consider a ban on imports of American lobsters as an invasive species
after 32 American lobsters were found along its coast. EU officials turned down
the request in October after U.S. and Canadian scientists and politicians raised
concerns about a lack of evidence for such a uniform ban. The new proposal
intends to address the presence of American lobsters with countrywide and
regional measures as opposed to an international ban.
NOVA SCOTIA BENEFITING FROM FREE TRADE

THEY’RE BACK!
Two North Atlantic right whales were spotted in Cape Cod Bay in late January,
five miles south of the Provincetown harbor. Two days later whale observers spotted five right whales in approximately the same location. Right whales enter Cape
Cod Bay every winter, drawn to the area by high concentrations of microscopic
zooplankton upon which they feed. The whales gather in large groups throughout
the winter months before dispersing into the Gulf of Maine in the summer.
MARINE INSTITUTE TO EXPAND THIS SUMMER
The University of Maine announced in January that it would begin a $5 million
expansion this summer of the Downeast Institute, an applied marine research
and education facility located in Beals. The project will include 8,500 square
feet of added laboratory space, along with mechanical, electrical and plumbing upgrades, short-term housing for visiting scientists and students, a small
visitors center and office space. The expansion will allow more researchers to
pursue projects in the eastern Gulf of Maine. It also will increase opportunities
for University of Maine at Machias students and others in the state university
system to get practical research experience as they pursue their degrees.

On January 1, tariffs were reduced on Canadian seafood by China’s ministry of
commerce benefiting about a quarter of Canada’s seafood exports to China.
Nova Scotia exports more seafood than any other Canadian province. Through
October 2016, it had exported $218 million worth to the Asian country. In addition, Nova Scotia will benefit from the proposed EU-Canada free trade deal,
which will permanently eliminate almost all tariffs on seafood going into Europe.
Europe still remains at the moment a larger market for Nova Scotia than China.
Upon ratification, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)
would immediately eliminate the tariff on live lobster, which now is 8%. Under
CETA, all additional seafood tariffs would be phased out in seven years.
PENOBSCOT EAST RESOURCE CENTER DIRECTOR WILL STEP
DOWN
Robin Alden, executive director of a progressive Downeast fisheries research
and advocacy center, will step down at the end of the year, as part of a planned
transition. The Stonington resident co-founded the Penobscot East Resource
Center 13 years ago with her husband Ted Ames, and Ted Hoskins and Kristen
and Paul Lewis.
Alden is the long-time editor and
publisher of Commercial Fisheries
News, and has served as commissioner of the Maine Department
of Marine Resources. The Ellsworth
American reported that Alden’s decision to retire from PERC is part
of what the organization called,
“a carefully planned five-year proPERC co-founder and executive
cess.” Penobscot East operates
director Robin Alden will retire at
educational, scientific and envithe end of 2017. PERC photo.
ronmental research and advocacy
programs for fisherman and fisheries and also coordinates the Eastern Maine Skippers Program for high school
students interested in commercial fishing. Alden’s work was recently recognized by both the Peter Benchley Ocean Awards and by the White House.

Affordable Care Act health insurance
remains in place for now
President Trump issued an executive order in January that instructs federal
agencies to use their existing powers to weaken the Affordable Care Act “to the
maximum extent permitted by law.”
While the order is sending tremors throughout the health insurance market,
alarming health care providers and consumers alike, it’s important to note
what it does not do:
•

On its own the order cannot dismantle the Affordable Care Act.

•

The order does not change people’s ability to enroll in coverage and get subsidies for 2017 health plans. Current efforts to encourage people to enroll
in Marketplace coverage should continue and people should continue to
sign up.

What the executive order does do is signal the Trump administration’s intent
to begin dismantling the ACA. With this order, Trump assumes responsibility
for what comes next as his massive changes to America’s health care system
jeopardize the coverage and protections for millions. While the full impact of
this executive order has yet to be seen, it is important for consumers to still
enroll in coverage.
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Don’t forget to check out our expanded calendar at www.mainelobstermen.org. You can
find more information, links, and photos. And let us know if you have upcoming events.
January 31-Feb. 2
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
meeting, Alexandria, VA.
February 1
MLA Directors meeting, noon, Darby’s in
Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
February 2
Public Hearing on DMR proposed rules for exit
ratios for zones B, C and E; Hancock County
trawl limits and zone transfer list, 6 p.m.,
Portland Public Library, State of Maine Room.
FMI: 207-624-6596 or www.maine.gov/dmr/
laws-regulations/proposed-rulemaking.html.
February 2-3
Maine Lobster Leadership Program kickoff,
Point Lookout, Northport.
February 7
NEFMC Herring Committee, 10 a.m., Sheraton
Harborside, Portsmouth, NH. FMI: www.nefmc.
org
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative meeting, 1 p.m, Island Institute, Rockland.
February 7-9
Atlantic Scientific Review Group, University of
Rhode Island, Narragansett, RI. FMI: www.nmfs.
noaa.gov/pr/sars/group.htm.
February 9
Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 10 a.m.-1
p.m., Department of Marine Resources offices,
Augusta.

“Sustaining Remote Places: The Business of
Marine Renewable Energy,” talk by ORPC president Chris Sauer, 7 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, Portland. FMI: 228-1699
February 13
Public Comment deadline for DMR proposed
rules for exit ratios for zones B, C and E;
Hancock County trawl limits and zone transfer
list. Send comments to Sarah Cotnoir, DMR, 21
State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 or sarah.cotnoir@maine.gov. FMI: 207-624-6596
Upcoming
March 2-4
42nd Annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum,
Samoset Resort, Rockport.
March 3
Maine Lobstermen’s Association 63rd Annual
Meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.
March 9
Maine Maritime Museum 6th Annual Voices
of the Sea music and poetry event, 7 p.m., Bull
Feeney’s, Portland. Tickets and info at www.
MaineMaritimeMuseum.org.
March 19-21
Seafood Expo North America, Boston, MA.
March 20
MLA day trip to Seafood Expo North America,
Boston. FMI: 967-4555.

FISHERMEN INVITED TO SEAFOOD EXPO
NORTH AMERICA

The Maine Maritime Museum is looking for musician
or poet fishermen perfomers for our 6th Annual Voices
of the Sea event. If you know someone who sings or
writes about their work on the water and would like to
help keep this tradition alive, please contact Jonathan
at wells@maritimeme.org or (207)443-1316 x325

By MLA Staff
Where can you find cuttlefish from Spain, mahi-mahi from Taiwan, lobster from Maine, tuna from
China and more than 20,000 seafood buyers, sellers and processors in one place? At the Seafood
Expo North America ( formerly the Boston Seafood Show) in Boston, that’s where. The Expo is the
largest seafood trade event in North America, with more than 1,000 exhibitors attending from
around the world. This year’s show takes place from March 19 to 21.
On Monday, March 20, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) will offer a one-day trip to
the Expo on a chartered bus. The bus departs from Bangor and stops in Augusta, Portland, and
Kennebunk to pick up participants before heading to Boston. The cost is $50 for MLA members
and $60 for non-members and includes entrance to the show.
“We offered this trip last year because it is important that our members see just how massive the
global seafood market is,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director. “Lobstermen can see
for themselves the high regard given to their lobster and learn more about how seafood products
move around the world.”

There’s always something to discover at the Seafood Expo
North America. MLA photo.

The Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (MLMC) is hosting the Maine Lobster Pavilion
to promote Maine lobster and
will feature exhibits by Cape
Seafood, Maine Coast, Sea Salt
Lobster, Seaview Lobster and
The Lobster Co. In addition,
the MLMC will hosts a highlypopular lobster reception on
Monday night. The reception
brings seafood buyers, Maine
lobster dealers, lobstermen
and industry officials together
to talk lobster!

Come to the Seafood Show!
Bus leaves from:
Bangor at 6 a.m.
Augusta: 7:30 a.m. from the Augusta Civic
Center, 76 Community Drive
Portland: 8:30 a.m. from the Marginal Way
Park and Ride (across from Golds Gym)
Kennebunk: 9:15 a.m. from the Park and
Ride (off Rt 35 across from Spurling
Training Center)
Arrive in Boston about 10:45/11 a.m.
Return to bus 4:45 p.m. Depart Boston 5 p.m. –
stop in Kennebunk, Portland, Augusta and final
stop in Bangor estimated 10 p.m.
Reservations must be made prior to February 27th
and can be made online at www.mainelobstermen.org/projects or by calling or emailing Andi at
207-967-4555 or andi@mainelobstermen.org
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RAISING A SUNKEN BOAT IS TOUGH WORK IN THE WINTER
By Melissa Waterman
Maurice (Mort) Morgan of Cundy’s Harbor set out
on a Saturday morning in January to take some
of his lobster traps out of the water. Before he
reached the harbor, however, he received the call
that lobstermen dread: the Silvia Maria, his 38foot Duffy, had sunk in 30 feet of water. “I never
thought it would happen to me,” he said.
Morgan took all the right steps. He called the
Coast Guard to let them know that his federallydocumented vessel was sunk. He informed local
officials that no oil had leaked from the boat. He
called his insurance company to tell them of his
situation. And then he tried to raise his boat. “Four
other boats came together and we tried to get her
off the bottom,” Morgan said. “It was a freezing
day.” A diver was sent down to get straps under
the hull; the other vessels took lines through their
haulers and began to slowly bring the boat out of
the mud. Then the lines
broke. “She went down
again. There was an air
pocket in the cabin,
burst the windows out,”
Morgan said.

Getting the boat free of the bottom is the first step.
B. White photos.

Morgan called Sea Tow
Inc. to raise the Silvia
Maria. Sea Tow is a private company that provides on-the-water assistance to mariners.
Bruce White is in charge
of the Sea Tow district
from Goose Rocks Beach
to Pemaquid Point.

Air bags begin to slowly ease the vessel to the
surface.

The day after the sinking was too windy to attempt the salvage so the boat sat on the bottom
for a total three days. “First thing we do is send a
diver down to get the boat off the bottom,” White
explained. The company uses air bags that when
inflated can exert between 2,000 to 4,000 pounds
of pressure. Once the boat is free from the seabed, additional air bags are secured around the
hull to keep the boat upright as she’s raised. “A
boat is very uncontrollable when it’s awash. It’s
easy to roll over. When it leans just a bit to one
side you can lose control.” The trick is to raise the
boat very, very slowly. The delicate task was compounded by the cold day; temperatures never
rose above 16o F. “The air valves and manifolds
kept freezing up. We had to use [one of the local
lobster boat’s] hot tank to free things.”
“It took all day. They did an excellent job,” Morgan
said. Once the boat was pumped dry, Morgan had
her towed to Bethel Point to Finest Kind boatyard.
Everything
ruined by salt water was removed.
“The electronics are
about $15,000. The
engine and transmission, that’s $45
to $48,000. I have
some insurance but
I don’t know if it’s
enough,” Morgan
said.

The low air temperature made the process of
raising the Silvia Maria even more difficult.
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